Thrombolytic therapy for right heart lesions.
Thrombolytic agents are accepted therapy for occlusion of coronary and peripheral arteries as well as for venous thromboses. Although the treatment of left heart prosthetic valve thrombosis has been evaluated, there are limited data showing the benefit of thrombolysis of right heart clots. Two patients with past histories of multiple cardiac operations were given fibrinolytic therapy for thrombosis involving right heart structures. The first patient had thrombosis of a prosthetic pulmonary valve. The second patient was a type IB tricuspid atresia who developed a Fontan duct stenosis and right atrial clot. Thrombolytic therapy may provide a safe alternative to surgical intervention for thrombosis of right heart structures and, even when incompletely effective, may provide additional time to prepare patients for surgical correction and possible protection against distal embolization during surgical intervention.